i36     LATER REFORMS AND TOURS TO EUROPE
about affairs. One lady's paper crowned all these rather
vulgar absurdities by calling him 'the Maharaja of Gaek-
war\ The poor lady had not consulted an atlas.

The time in London was spent, as usual, in social enter-
tainments, including an audience of Their Majesties and
a visit to the Secretary of State, on which latter occasion
the indefatigable reporter duly noticed the red carpet.
After excursions to Oxford and Stratford, he went to
Scotland as the guest of old friends, and on his return was
invited by the Secretary of State to meet Lord Hardinge,
the Viceroy-designate. He left Marseilles en route for
India on the 2nd December.

VHI

Early in January he started on a tour in his Kathiawar
dominions., and after his return he presided at a confer-
ence of the Arya Samaj at Ranoli, which was held on
the 26th February 1911. As a diplomatic and political
gesture this was of doubtful wisdom. The Arya Samaj was
founded by Swami Dayanand, a Brahman of Kathiawar,
who found Little response in his own Province of Bombay,
but managed to secure a considerable following in the
Punjab. It was, and was intended to be, a purely religious
movement, designed to attack such social questions as
early marriages, the treatment of widows, the fostering
of education, especially of women, a rational attitude
towards the outcasts. In religion it was iconoclastic, and
waged war upon the worship of idols. In these directions
it was doing excellent and unimpeachable work. But
when the great wave of sedition flowed over India, which
began in 1907, the Arya Samaj fell under suspicion. Sir
Valentine Chirol wrote in 1910:

'But whereas in other parts of India the idea of social reform
came to be associated with that of Western ascendancy and
therefore weakened and gave way before the rising tide of